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THE GUNPOWDER PLOT 1605

Commemorated annually on November 5th, Guy Fawkes
plan to blow up the Houses of Parliament - immortalised
as the Gunpowder Plot - will live forever as one of history s
most audacious acts of treason. The murder of newly crowned
James | was plotted in 1605 by a group of high-born soldiers
of fortune, with Fawkes being entrusted to light the fuse in
the Commons cellar. After an eleventh hour tip-off, the plotters
were discovered, tortured and hung. Their actions propelled
them into the annals of history and marked the inaugural
Bon re Night.
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FIRE & FEVER

The 17th Century saw London rocked to its foundations by a
double disaster. Hardly had the victims of the previous year s
Creat Plague been buried when the Great Fire of September
1666 destroyed ve-sixths of the city. In just four days the
blaze had rendered 100,000 Londoners homeless, a major
tragedy following the earlier epidemic s huge death toll. This
DVD graphically charts these catastrophic events and their
aftermath with the help of contemporary illustrations and
dramatic eyewitness accounts.
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ROBERT BURNS
THE MAN AND HIS LEGEND

Welcome to the extraordinary world of Robert Burns, Scotland s national poet.
Presented by lain Cuthbertson, this unique DVD tells the story of the tortured
genius whose poverty and passion gave birth to some of literature s greatest
works. Featuring the talents of Scottish actor Jock Ferguson as Robert Burns, this
programme combines atmospheric reconstructions and delightful all-new footage
shot on location in Ayrshire, with superb period imagery to bring vivid new life to the
story of the Scottish bard. It follows the poet and composer through his remarkable
life, his loves and disappointments, his struggle to farm his late father s land, and
his battle with the bottle. Complete with readings of Burns  nest works by lain
Cuthbertson, one of Scotland s best-loved and respected actors, this DVD provides a
beautiful and moving record of a true literary giant and national treasure.
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THE KINGS & QUEENS OF ENGLAND
- THE NORMANS& ANGEVINS
1066-1216

Our journey begins at one of the most important and probably best known events in
English history; the Norman invasion of Britain and the Battle of Hastings in 1066,
it takes us through the reigning monarchs of the next 150 years to 1216 and to
the death of King John; the last of the Angevins. Along the way, we are introduced
to the four Norman kings; William 1, William II, Henry | and nally Stephen, the
Angevins follow in 1154 with Henry 11, Richard | and the aforementioned King John.
Learn about their lives, deaths and the circumstances in which they inherited the
throne. Featuring atmospheric re-enactments and fascinating expert analysis from
Alan Ereira, this superb walk through time discovers centuries of lust, betrayal,
heroism, mysteries, murders and triumphs.
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THE KINGS & QUEENS OF ENGLAND
- THE MIDDLE AGES 1216-1471

We begin the Middle Ages programme with a monarch much ignored by history; King
Louis. Short-lived though his reign may be, Louis ruled England in the months between
the death of King John and the coronation of Henry Il in 1216. The next 183 years
were to become known as the Plantagenet period and in addition to Henry Il they
would be ruled by Edward |, Edward I, Edward IIl and Richard II. In 1399 Henry IV
came to the throne, he was the rst of the Lancastrians; the remaining two being
Henry VV and Henry VI, who between them ruled until 1461. Although historically the
Yorkists ruled from 1461 to 1485, Henry VI was temporarily restored to the throne in
1470 only to be deposed again in 1471. See here in great detail how events unfolded
during this period of real turmoil; enjoy the atmospheric re-enactments and the expert
analysis from Alan Ereira.
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THE KINGS & QUEENS OF ENGLAND
- THE TUDORS 1485-1603

Although the Tudors reigned from 1485 - 1603 our story begins much earlier, in the
year of 1461 with a character called Owen Tudor. Owen was the source from which
the Tudor dynasty would eventually spring. 1461 - 1485 saw the Yorkists Edward
IV, Edward V and Richard 11l on the throne, until in 1485 the Tudor reign began with
Henry VII. Henry VIl was followed in the year 1509 by probably the most famous of
all the Tudor monarchs Henry VIII, who with his six wives takes a very colourful place in
history. Then came Edward VI, Mary | and Elizabeth |, along with Lady Jane Grey (the
nine day queen) who historically gets very little mention. All in all, the Tudor period
was one of intrigue and passionate affairs, one that even today can still capture the
imagination. Re-enactments and in-depth expert analysis of the Tudor period by Alan
Ereira add to the enjoyment of this historical insight.
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THE KINGS & QUEENS OF ENGLAND -
THE STUARTS 1603-1649/1660-1714

With the death of Elizabeth I, 1603 heralded the beginning of the Stuarts; a royal house
that was to last for over one hundred years. Here was a period that would see amongst
other events; civil war, a great plague, the re of London, the aholition and re-introduction
of the monarchy and the gunpowder plot. James | and Charles | ruled until 1649 when
Parliament took over during an eleven year period which came to be known as the
Commonwealth and Protectorate. The monarchy was nally restored in 1660 with the
crowning of Charles I, he was followed by James II, William I1l and Mary Il and nally
in 1702 by Queen Anne. 1714 brought England a new royal line with the coronation of
George | and so ended another turbulent chapter of England s royal history. With expert
analysis from Alan Ereira and ic period this isan
interesting and informative record of the Stuart years.
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THE KINGS & QUEENS OF ENGLAND
- THE HANOVERIANS 1714-1837

From George | to the accession of Queen Victoria in 1837; the Hanoverians span a period of
123 years. A fairly stable period with ve kings, one of whom, (George Ill) was to be the
longest reigning king in British history. We start our visit in 1714, with a German who is 52nd
in line to the throne and who became monarch without being able to speak a single word
of English! 1727 sees George Il come to the thrown; his reign was to last until 1760 when
George I11's 60 year rule began. George IV was crowned in 1820 followed ten years later
by the last of the Hanoverians William IV. Here also was a period of great political reform,
which amongst other things saw the election of Britain s rst Prime Minister; Robert Walpole
and the introduction of Income Tax. It was a time that despite the loss of the American
colonies saw the British Empire cover a third of the globe. Enjoy this informative look at
the Hanoverians which is expertly presented by Alan Ereira and complimented throughout
by atmospheric re-enactments.
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THE KINGS & QUEENS OF ENGLAND
- MODERN MONARCHY 1837-PRESENT

We begin our look at the Modern Monarchy with the longest ruling royal in British history; Queen Victoria.
From her accession to the throne in 1837 to her death in 1901 Victoria was to reign for 64 years. In
contrast, Edward VII her successor, was to be king for only 10 years; a reign that led up to the current
House of Windsor. The rst of the Windsor s; George V, despite being a German prince was to be monarch
throughout the First World War and up to his eventual death in 1936 at the age of 70. 1936 was to
see his son and successor Edward VIl abdicated as a result of his love for divorcee Wallace Simpson, in
his place his brother Albert was crowned George V1. Albert was the rst royal to marry a commoner since
Henry VIII, she was later to be known to us as the ever popular; Queen Elizabeth the Queen Mother. In
1952 her daughter Elizabeth Il was crowned Queen and she still remains to this day. Afthough the days
of the British Empire are long gone and Britain can no longer be referred to as Great , here you have an
informative record of a period which experienced huge political and social reform and one which took us
through two World Wars. In addition to the expert analysis and presentation by Alan Ereira, this programme:
is complimented with atmospheric re-enactments throughout.
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ARTHUR
MYTH AND REALITY

For over fourteen centuries the shadowy gure of King Arthur has
been cloaked in myth and fantasy. From a Romano British warlord

ghting the Saxon invaders, Arthur has been transformed by time
into the most English of kings, the very epitome of heroic medieval
chivalry. This DVD features extensive and atmospheric re-enactment
footage, dramatised eye-witness accounts and fascinating expert
analysis from Nikolai Tolstoy. It explores the truth behind the legend
of King Arthur, a name which shines brightly through the strange
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world of the Dark Ages.
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